
 

 

 

 

Wart and/or Molluscum Contagiosum with Canthacur Treatment 

 
1) Your dermatologist has determined that your Molluscum may begin to resolve using a topical therapy 

known as Canthacur. This agent is used to induce blister formation, which will hasten the shedding of the 

Molluscum as well as trigger an immune response to help your body fight this infection. 

2) Blister formation is an expected and desirable effect of this treatment. It is not necessary to contact our 

office when blisters develop. The blisters may be gently opened during bathing, if desired. 

3) Care of the blisters consists of keeping them clean. An ointment may be applied to open skin to help it heal 

(i.e., Vaseline or Aquaphor). A Band-Aid may be applied to cover the treated area. 

4) The medication should be washed from the treated area within 4 to 24 hours. If your skin is fair or large 

blisters formed with the last treatment, wash within 2 hours using soap and water. 

5) Some discomfort may occur when the blisters form. You may treat this discomfort with the medications you 

would use for headaches, etc. such as Tylenol or Advil. If the patient is a child, follow the instructions on the 

label closely for correct dosing according to age and weight. 

6) Regular bathing or swimming is allowed after therapy, although the medication should be allowed to stay on 

for at least 4 hours to be effective. 

7) If the patient has a difficult time sleeping after the application of the Canthacur due to discomfort, consider 

giving a nighttime dose of Benadryl. Be certain to follow the instructions carefully with regard to the proper 

dose of the patient's age and weight. 

8) Generally, several treatments with Canthacur are necessary to clear the Molluscum, especially if there are 

several Molluscum or the Molluscum have been present for months. If too long a delay occurs between 

treatments (more than 4 weeks) the treatment becomes less effective. 

9) Like any viral condition, there is no specific or guaranteed therapy for Molluscum. Part of the ability to get 

rid of Molluscum lies in the patient's immune response to Molluscum. Often, this response does not develop 

in children until the teenage years. 

10) Molluscum is contagious. Bathing with others is not recommended if Molluscum is present. 
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